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Christopher Taylor Project Development Manager  Zilkha Renewable 
Energy  

EDUCATION  

Princeton University, Woodrow Wilson School of Public and International 
Affairs. Princeton, NJ. Master of Public Affairs (MPA), 1999.  Certificate in Science, 
Technology and Environmental Policy.    

Amherst College, Amherst, MA.  BA, Political Economy, magna cum laude, 1991.  

 
PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE  

Zilkha Renewable Energy, Ellensburg, WA/Portland, OR, Project Development 
Manager. 2001-present. Responsible for all aspects of project development for 
Kittitas Valley and Wild Horse wind power projects, two proposed wind energy 
projects.  Retain and manage technical consultants and oversee all permit-related 
work and interaction with all levels of government.  Represent Zilkha and the wind 
industry in negotiations with regulatory agencies re. permitting and mitigation 
requirements for wind projects.  

Oregon Department of Environmental Quality, Portland, OR. Manager, Solid Waste 
Policy and Program Development.   1999-2001. Managed statewide solid waste and 
recycling programs. Led development of proposed legislation and administrative 
rules.  Managed a staff of 15 and an annual budget of $5 million.  Represented 
Oregon DEQ in national stakeholder negotiations with the electronics and carpet 
industries.   

Oregon State Public Interest Research Group, (OSPIRG) Portland, OR. 
Environmental Advocate. 1994-1997 Responsible for policy analysis and 
development for all recycling and  energy issues. Represented OSPIRG before the 
Oregon legislature, governor’s office, regulatory agencies, congressional 
delegation, and local governments.  Served on  

US Peace Corps, Tabou, Cote d’Ivoire (West Africa).  Urban Environmental 
Management Volunteer, 1991-1993. Designed and implemented urban 
environmental projects with local government and international agencies. Served 
as site supervisor for $250,000 UN-funded sanitation project serving Liberian 
refugees.   

 
AWARDS AND FELLOWSHIPS:  



• Leadership Award, North American Hazardous Materials Management 
Association, 2001.   

• American Marshall Memorial Fellowship, German Marshall Fund of the US, 
2000.  

• Donald Stokes Prize, the top honor awarded to a graduating MPA candidate at 
the Woodrow Wilson School, Princeton University, 1999.    
 

• John Woodruff Simpson Fellow, Amherst College, 1991.  
• Phi Beta Kappa, Amherst College, 1990.  
•     Harry S. Truman Scholar, Truman Scholarship Foundation, 1989.   

 
CIVIC INVOLVEMENT:  

. • Coalition for School Funding Now – Steering Committee member, `00-present   

. • Portland Public Schools – Facilitator, Strategic Planning Action Team, `99-`00  

. • Metro Regional Government- Solid Waste Advisory Committee, 1999-`01  

. • Portland-Khabarovsk Sister City Assoc. – Advisor, Waste Management 
 Initiative. `99-`01   
. • Oregon DEQ Solid Waste Advisory Committee- Member, `94-97  
. • Oregon Recycling Markets Development Council - Executive Committee, `94-  
 `97   
. • Portland Utilities Review Board - Subcommittee Chairman, `96-`97  
. • Oregon Conservation Network - Steering Committee member, `94-`97   
. • Renewable Northwest Project- Board member, `96-`97   
. • Fair and Clean Energy Coalition - Steering Committee member, `96-`97  
 
 




